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FORWARD OPERATING BASE DANGER, TIKRIT, Iraq –Carnegie Hall may be 

thousands of miles away, but the Brass Quintet from V Corps' 1st Infantry Division 

Band recently treated division Soldiers here to the same sounds many music 

aficionados have forked over big bucks to hear in top-rate concert venues. 

 

The quintet's concert featured the works of Andrea 

Gabrieli, Victor Ewald and Leonard Bernstein. The 

venue for the recital? The conference room in the 

division main command post. 

 

Surprisingly, the performers called it an ideal location. 

 

“The acoustics are really good in here,” said trumpet 

player Sgt. Gary Wilder. 

 

Wilder was joined by Staff Sgt. Robert Bauerle on trumpet; Sgt. Rebekah Holmes on 

French horn; Staff Sgt. Brian Eve on trombone and Sgt. Marcus Davis on tuba. 

 



“We are doing this concert to offer something unique to the Soldiers of the division,” 

said Davis. 

 

The quintet's playlist for the event featured a recital of Gabrieli’s “Ricercar del sesto 

tuono;” Ewald’s “Conerto No. 1 for Brass Quintet,” and Bernstein’s “West Side Story 

Suite.” 

 

Bauerle gave the audience background for the various musical selections played. 

 

“We don’t always pull in the biggest crowds, because people aren’t always used to 

this music,” said Holmes. 

 

“Sometimes we have five or 10 gigs a month, sometimes less,” Eve added. 

 

The quintet has performed on a variety of forward operating bases in the division’s 

footprint here, and is a staple at many of division commander Maj. Gen John R. S. 

Batiste’s ceremonies. Trombonist Eve said Batiste likes the small ensemble’s musical 

repertoire. 

 

Eve added that he’s proud to represent the band and the division in the quintet. He 

enjoys having the chance to play “more technical” music, not just the marching 

tunes most associated with military bands. 

 

Division Bandmaster Chief Warrant Officer 3 Gordon Kippola said classical recitals are 

planned for each month or so. He said the music is challenging to play, “but it 

sounds good.” 

 



And no matter if the quintet plays to a handful or a stadium-full, the group enjoys 

making music together. 

 

“It’s an awesome experience,” Wilder said, adding that it’s what he “joined the Army 

to do.” 

      


